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II. A Difcourfe concerning the Large Horns 
frequently found under Ground in Ireland, 
Concluding from them that the great Ame- 
rican Deer, calVd a Moofe, was formerly 
common in that Ifland •* With Remark^ on 
fame other things Natural to that Country. 
By Thomas Molyneux , M, D. Fellow of 
the King and Queens Cotledge of fhyfuians 
in Ireland, and of the Royal Society in 
England. 



THat no real Species of Living Creatures is (b 
utterly extinct, as to be loft entirely out of the 
World, fince it was firft Created, is the Opinion of 
many Naturaiifts ; and 'tis grounded on fo good a 
Principle of Provideace taking Care in general of all 
its Animal Productions, that it deferves our Aflenr. 
However great Viciffitudes may be obferved to attend 
the Works of Nature , as well as Humane Affairs ; 
fo that fbme entire Species of Animals, which have 
been formerly Common, nay tven numerons in cer- 
tain Countries j have, in Procefs of time , been Co 
perfe&ly loft, as to become there-uuerly unknown; 
tho' at the (ame time It cannot be denyed, but the 
kind has been carefully preferred in fome other pare 
of the World. 

Of this we have a remarkable Example in Ire- 
land, in amoft large and {lately Beaft, that undoubted- 
ly has been frequent in this Kingdom , tho' now clear- 
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C 49° ) 
ly extind j and that fo many Ages paft, as there re- 
mains among us not the leaft Record in Writing, or 
any manner of Tradition, that makes (b much as men- 
tion Oi its Name ; as that moll Laborious Inquirer in- 
to the pretended Ancient \ but certainly Fabulous Hi 
jfiory of this Country^ Mr. Roger Flaherty the Au« 
thor of Ogygia, has lately informed me. 

What Difcoveries therefore we make <?f this Crea- 
ture, we can only have from thofe locfe parts of it we 
find dugout of the Earth by Accident, preferved there 
fo many Ages from Corruption, by lying deep and 
clofe under Ground , whilft harder and of themfelves 
more durable Bodies, moulder away and perifh, by 
beinjg ^xpofed to the various Changes of the Air, and 
repeated Injuries of the Weather. 

By the Remains we have of this Animal, it appears 
to have been of the Genu* Cervinum or Deer Kind, and 
of that lort that carries Broad or Palmed Homes y 
bearing a greater affinity with the Buck or Fallow Deer, 
than with the Stag or Red Deer, that has Homes 
round and branched, without a Palme : This I lately 
obferved , having an opportunity of particularly Ex- 
amining a compleat Head, with boch its Horns entirely 
perfed; , not long fince dug up , given to my Brother 
William Molyneux, as a Natural Curiofity, by Mt. Hen- 
ry shorn y that lives at a place call'd Dardifiown, in 
the County of Meatb, about Two Miles from Drog- 
foda, who writ him the following Account of the man- 
ner and place they were found in, 

/ have ly the Bearer fent the Head and Horns I 
promifed you ; this is the third Head I have found 
ly cafual trenching in my Orchard [; they were all dug up 
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within the Compafs of an Aire of Land, and lay about 
four or five Foot under Ground^ in a fort of Bogy Soil. 
The firfl Pitch was of Earth, the next two or three of 
Turff, and then followed a fort of white Marie f where 
they were found: They muft have lain there fever at Age§ r 
to he fo deep enterred. (Thus far Mr. Qshorn?) 

I took their Dimenfions carefully as follows; from 
the extreme tip of the right Horn, to the extreme tip 
of the left, as expreft in the annext Table, Figure the 
i ft. by the prick't Line A. B. was ten Foot ten Inches 
from the tip of the right Horn, to the Root where it 
was faftned to the Head, Expreft by the Line C. D. five 
Foot two Inches fromihe Tip of the higheft Branch 
(measuring one of the Horns tranfverfe, ordiredly 
acrofs the Palme) to the tip of the loweft Branch,, ex* 
preft by. the Line G. F. Three Foot Seven fnches and 
a Half. The length of one of the Palms within the 
Branches , expreft by the Line G. H* Two Foot Six 
Inches : The breadth of the fame.Palm, ftill within 
the Branches, expreft by the Line I K. One Foot Ten 
Inches and a half: The Branches that (hot forth round 
the edge of each Palm, were Nine in Number, befides 
the Brow-Antlers, of which the right Antler, expreft 
by the Line D..L. was a Foot and Two Inches in length, 
the other was much fhorter ; The Beam of each Horn at 
fbme diftance from the Head, where 'tis mark'd M* 
was about Two Inches and Six tenths, of aa Inch ia 
Diameter, or about Eight Inches in Circumference ^ 
at the Root where it was faftned to the Head, about 
Eleven Inches In Circumference. The length of the 
Head, from the back of the Skull to the tip of the 
Nofe f or rather the extremity of the upper Jaw-bone, 
expreft in the Figure by the Line iNF, 0. Two Foot 7 
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the breadth of the Skull where largeft, mark'd by 
the Line P. Q± was a Foot. 

The Two Holes near the Roots of the Horns , that 
look like Eyes were not ib, (for thefe were placed on 
each fide the Head in Two ample Cavities! that could 
not be well expreft: in the Figure) but were large 
open FafTages , near an Inch in Diameter in the 
Forehead Bone , to give way to great Blood-vefTels, 
that here iffue forth from the Head , and pafs between 
the Surface of the Horn, and the fmooth Hairy Skin 
that Covers them whihl they are growing, (which is 
commonly calPd the Felvet) to fupply the Horns 
with fufficient Nouriflhment, while they are fbft, and 
till they arrive at their full Magnitude, ib as to become 
perfeftly hard and folid. Thefe VefTels, by reafon of 
their largeneft and great turgency of the Humor in 
them 3 whilft the Horn is fprouting and pliant, make 
deep and confpicuous furrows all along the outfide of 
it where they pafs j which may plainly be (een after the 
Horn is bare and come to its full growth; at 
which time all thefe Veins and Arteries, with the out- 
ward Velvet Skin , drying by the Courfe of Nature, 
ihrivel up and feparate from the Horn, and the Beaft 
affe&s tearing them off in great flripes againft the Bows 
of Trees, expofing his Horns naked, when they are 
throughly hardned, without any Covering at all. 
This I gather Jby whatRemarksI have made on the Skulls 
of ether Deer, and what I have obferved concerning 
the growth of thefe fort of Horns in Animals of the 
like kind, tho* not in this particular fort of Crea- 
ture* 

The Figure I had exadly taken by a skilful Hand, to 
Ihew trutf' the right fliape and fize of thefe kind of 
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Horns we fo commonly find here under Ground in 
Ireland ; and have likewife added a Draught of a pair 
of common Stags Horns, expreft Figure the id. and 
another of a pair of common Bucks Horns, expreft 
Figure the 3d. all done according to the fame Scale; 
that by this means, at one and the fame time, may 
appear the grand difproportion between thefe forts of 
Heads, and alfo the difference and agreement in their 
Shape. (See the Table,) 

Such then were the vaft Dimenfions, according to 
which the lofty Fabrick of the Head and Horns of 
this ftately Creature was Built ,* and doufatlefs all the 
reft of the parts of its Body anfwered thefe in a dm 
proportion. So that ftiould we compare the falreft 
Buck with the Symetry of this mighty Beaft, it muft 
certainly fall as much fhort of its Proportions as 
the fmalleft young Fawn , compared to the largeft 
over-grown Buck. 

And yet 'tis not to bequeftion'd, but thefe fpacious 
Horns, as large as they were, like others of the Deer 
KinA % were naturally caft every Year, and grew again 
to their full Size in about the Space of Four Months: 
For all Species of Deer, yet known, certainly drop 
their Horns yearly, and with us 'tis about March > and 
about July following they are full fummd again. Of 
which ftrange Appearance in Nature, the learned Gerrar* 
dus Johannes Vo§u$ making mention ih his excellent 
Book De Idololatrthy Lih. 3. Cap. 57 has thefe Words: 
Tonam inter Mature tnaximh admiranda Irevkuh adeo 
Tempore tarn folida duraq; tents Molis Cornua enafit (a). 

fa J That is, Khali reckon it among the mod wonderful Works of 
Nature, that Horns fo hard and folid, and of fo great a Bulk, fhould grow 
up in fo fliort a time. 

And 
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And the -inqutfitive Italian Phifofqpher, Francifeo Redi, 
in hi& Experimenta circa res Ifaturales, &c. on the fame 
Gccafion expreffes himfelf thus : Diaximh profefto ad* 

mirathne dignum eft t ant am Mo/em Cornuum S Ramorum 
tarn brevi tempore quotannis renafci & ere jcere (b), 
4nd if thefe judicious Perfoos were moved thus with 
Admiration by confidering only the yearly Falling and 
fudden Growth of thsfeTmaller Horns of Bucks and 
Stags, with which alone they were acquainted, what 
would they have thought, had they known of thefe 
vaft and ftupendious Produ&ions of Nature in the fame 
Kind. 

As there feems to me no fmall Affinity or Agreement 
in the Sprouting forth, and Branching of Deers Horns, 
with the way of Growth in Vegetables ; (b I conceive 
Jikewife the conftanc yearly dropping of them, to pro- 
ceed much from the fame Caufe, that Trees annually 
call their ripe Fruit, or let fall their withering Leaves 
in Autumn : that is, becaufe the nourishing Juice, fay it 
is- Sap- or Blood, is ftopt and flows no longer; either 
on the account 'tis now deficient, being all fpent, or that 
the cavous Paflages which conveigh it,dry up and cools * 
fo as the Part having no longer any Communication 
with, muft ofnecefljty by degrees fever from the Whdt\ 
hut with this Difference, that Horns by reafon of their 
hard Material and ftrong Compofition, ftick faft to ths 
Head by their Root, Seven or Eight Months after all 
their Nouriftiment perfectly retires; whereas Leaves and 
Fruit, confiding of a much mare tender Subflance and 
a finer Texture of Parts, drop fo.oner.Jr am their native 



(bj That is, Truly it deferves our greateft Wonder that fo large a 
Body of Horns and Branches fhould fprout up in fo fhort a time* md bp 
sinewed eyery Year* 
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Beds where they grew, when once the Supply of ufuaf 
Nourishment is ftopt; this Analogy that Nature o!> 
ferves in cafting the Horns of Beafts and dropping the 
Fruit of Trees, will appear much more evident to any 
one that will obferve the end of a Stalk, from which 
a ripe Orange or any fuch large Fruit has been lately fe- 
ver'd, and the Butt end of a caft Horn where it faCien'd 
to the Os Frontis : for by comparing them together, he 
fhall find fo great a Congruity in the fhape of both, 
that 'twill be apparent Nature works according to the 
fame Mechanifm in one as in t'other, 

Difcourfing one Day with his Excellency the Lord 
Capell, then one of the Lord Jufiices of Ireland, an ex- 
perience and accurate Obferver of the Works of Nature, 
I chanced to mention thefe Large Horns: He was very 
earned to fee them, and Co mightily furpris'd at the 
fight of their extraordinary Bulk, that my Brother 
thought fit to make a Prefent of them to his Lordfhip, 
which he obligingly accepted ; refolving to fend them 
over, as he faid, to his Majefty King William. 

Such another Head, with both the Horns intire was 
found fbme Years fince by one Mr. Van Delure in the 
County of Clare, buried Ten Foot under Ground in a 
fort of Marie, and were prefented by him to the late 
Duke of Ormond, then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, who 
valued them lo highly for their prodigious largenefs, 
that he thought them not an unfit Prefent for the King, 
and fent them for England to King Charles the Second, 
who ordered them to be (ct up in the Horn-Gallery at 
Hampton-Court ; where they may ftill be feen among 
the reft of the large Heads both of Stags and Bucks 
that adorn that Place, but thisfo vaflly exceeds the kr- 
geft of them, that the reft appear to lofe much of their 
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Curiofity by being viewed in Company with this! I 
am lately informed, thefe with the other Heads arc 
fince removed to the Guard-Room out of the Horn- 
Gallery. 

In the Year 169 1; Major Folliot told me, that dig- 
ging for Mark near the Town Ballymackmard y where 
he lives, not far from Ballyfhannon in the County of 
Fermanagh, he found buried Ten Foot under plain (olid 
Ground, a Pair of thefe fort of Horns, which he keeps 
flill in his PoiTeffion. 

In the Year 1684. there were Two of thefe Heads 
dug up near Turvy, the Manfion Seat of the Lord Bar* 
nevall, within Eight Miles of Dublin ; that which was 
mod compleat of the Two was fixt over the Chimney 
in the PubJick Hall j and there ftili remains as an ancient 
and lading Curiofity to future Ages. 

Not long fince, a Head of this Kind with its Horns 
was found near Portuwny> the Houfe of the Earls of 
Clanricardy ftated on the River Shannon, in the County 
of Gallway, where it is carefully preferved, and ftill ad- 
mired by ail that view it. 

Such a Forehead with Two extraordinary Beams of 
thefcKind of Horns ,may be nowfeen faftened againfl one 
fide of the Common Hall of his Gra~e Michael hord 
Archbifbop of Ardmagtfs Houfe here in Duhlin ; they 
are both imperfed and want their Palmes, yet by the 
vaft thicknefs and length of the Beams, I judge when 
entire they much exceeded the Size of thofe I have gi- 
ven the Dimenftons ofaabove. The Primate told me, 
they were fouul fomewhere in the Province of Vljler, 

and 
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andprefented to the Earl of Efex, then Governor of 
Inland, who gave them his Grace. 

To thefe I fhould add many more Instances of the 
like, as thofe' found by the late Lord Mountjoy % ~near 
his Houfe at * Newtown-Stewart $ and thofe kept at 
StockalJen in the County of Meatb, for to my Know- 
ledge within iefs than Twenty Years, above Twenty, 
I might fafely fay, Thirty Pair of thefe fort of Horns 
have been dug up in feveral places of this Country, all 
found by Accident j and we may* well fuppofe vaft 
Numbers ftill remain undifcovered, but to mention any 
more of them particularly would be tedious, and to lit- 
tle purpofe, fince thefe may fuffice plainly to (hew, 
this Creature was formerly Common with us in Ireland; 
and an Indigenous Animal, not peculiar to any Territory 
or Province, but univerfally met with in all parts of 
the Kingdom. 

For if we draw a Line through the feveraf Places of 
this Ifland where thefe Heads have been found, viz. 
the County of Clare, the County of DuMn § and the 
County of Famanagh, omitting thofe other parts I 
have mentioned, we fhall make a Triangle whofe 
ihorteft Side will be in length above an Hundred EnglHh 
Miles, which is near as large a Figure of this Sort, as 
we can well defcribe in the Map of Ireland. 

And befides, we may reasonably, I think, gather j 
That they were not only common in this Country, but 
by what Mr. Oslorn mentions in hrs Letter to my Bro- 
ther, That they were a Gregarious Animal, as the Na- 
turalifts call them, or fiich a fort of Creature as affedfc 
naturally keeping together in Herds ; as we fee the FaU 
Im Deer with us, aad as 'tis reported of the Elches in 
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Sweden, and the Rain Deer in the Northern Countries 
of Europe ; for otherwife we cannot eafily fancy it 
fhould happen, that Three of their Heads fliould be all 
^ound within the narrow Compafs of one Acre of Ground. 

That thefe and feveral others, and indeed I think I 
may lay, all that I have been particularly informed of, 
though dug up in far diftant Pisces of Ireland, (hould 
be conftantly found buried in a Sort of Marie, teems to 
me to intimate, as if Marie was only a Soil that had 
been formerly the. Outward Surface of the Earth, but 
in procefs of Time, being covered by degrees with ma- 
ny Layers of Adventitious Earth, has by lying under 
Ground a certain Number of Ages, acquired a peculiar 
Texture , Confiflence, Richnefs, or Maturity that gives it 
the Name of Marie, For of neceffity we rauft allow 
the Place where thefe Heads are now found, was cer- 
tainly once the external Superfice of the Ground ; 
otherwife 'tis hardly poffible to fuppofe how they 
ihould come there* 

And that they fhould be fo deep buried as we at pre- 
fent find them, appears to have happened, by their ac- 
cidentally falling where it was foftpow Ground ; fo that 
the Horns by their own confidence Gravity might 
eafily make a Bed where they fetJed in the yielding 
Earth $ and in a very long Courfe of Time, the higher 
Lands being by degrees ditfolved by repeated Rains, and 
wafht and brought down by Floods, covered thofe Pla- 
ces that were Tcituaced lower with many Layers of 
Farth : For all high Grounds and Hills, unleft they 
confift of Rock, by this means naturally lofe 'a little 
every Year ot their Height.; and fbmetimes fenfibly 
become lower even in one Age ,• of which we may fee 
feveral fatisfa&ory Inflances related by Dr. Plott in his 

Natural 
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Natural Hiflory ' of Staff or dfkire,. Chap. 3. Page 113, 
as for all fuch Heads that might chance to fall on high 
or hard Grounds, where they could not poffibly be co- 
vered or defended, thele muft of neceffity ror, perifr, 
and be deftroyed by the Weather : And for this Reafon 
it is, that never any of the(e Horns are difcovered in 
fuch fort of Ground, but always in a light Soil, and 
in Tome low Part of the Country. 

By what means this Kind of Animal, formerly Co 
common and numerous in this Country, fhould now 
become utterly loft and extinft, deferves our Confide- 
ration : and feeing it is Co many Ages paft, that we 
have no manner ol Account left to help us in our En- 
quiry, the raoft we can do in this Matter is to make 
fome probable Conjectures about it ; I know fome 
have been apt to imagine this like all other Animals 
might have beeen deftroyed from off the Face of this 
Country by that Flood recorded in the Holy Scripture 
to have happened in the the time of tfoah ; which I 
confefs is a ready and ftort way to folvc this Difficult 
ty, but does not at all fatisfy me 2 For (befides that 
that there want not Arguments, and fome of them nor 
eafily anfwer'd , againft the Deluge being Univerfai) 
if we confider what a fragil, flight and porous Sub- 
ftance thefe and the Horns of ail Deer are, we can't 
well fuppofe they could by any means be preferv'd en- 
tire and unccrrupt from the Flood , now above Four 
Thoufand Years iince ; and I have by me feme of the 
Teeth, and one of the lower Jaw-bones of this Crea- 
ture fo perfeft, folid, ponderous and frefh, that no one 
that fees them can poffibly fufpeft they could have been 
in nature fo many Ages paft : And therefore it feems 
tnore likely to me, this kind of -Animal might become 
extinct here from a certain ill .Confritution of Air in 
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fame of the paft Seafons long fmce the Flood, * which 
might occafion an Epidemic k Diftemper, if we may Co 
call it, or Peftilential Murren, peculiarly to affed: this 
fort of Creature, lb as to dedroy at once great Num- 
bers of cm, if not quite ruine the Specks. 

And this is not fo groundless an Aflertion as at firft 
it may appear, if we contider this Ifland may very well 
be thought neither a Country nor Climate fo truly 
proper and natural to this Animal, as to be perfectly 
agreeable to its temper; fince for ought I can yet learn 
it neither is.nor ever has been an Inhabitant of any of the 
adjacent Kingdoms round about us. And befides, the 
Three Heads above mentioned, found (b clofe to one 
another in the County of Meatb, and the Two near 
Turvy> feems not a little to countenance this Opinion; 
as if thefe Animals dyed together in Numbers, as they 
had lived together in Herds. 

To this purpofe I have met with a remarkable Paf~ 
ftge in Schejfers Defcription of Lapland, Chap. xS, 
(peaking of the Cervus Rangtfer, an Animal that agrees 
in Kind with ours, though it be a quite different Sort 
of Deer, he fays that whole Herds of them are often 
deftroy'd by a Raging Diftemper common among them; 
thefe are his Words : Eft & Morbis fuis genus hoc Oh- 
noxium qui ft ingrutmt Gregem totmn fuknt pervagare & 
ad necem dare ; qua de re Johannes Bur ens it a habet in 
Schedis fuis % folet inter dum Rangiferos morbus quidam 
velut ? eft is invader e fie ut moriantur cmnes Lappoq; 
cowpellatur mvos fibi comparare Rangiferos (c). By 

fcj That is, this Kind- of Creature is likewife fub;e& to its Difeafes: 
which if they feize a Fiock ? goes through them all ; concerning which 
Johannes Eureus has it thus in his Papers ; fometimes a fort of Difeafe af- 
ter the manner of a Plague, affefts the Rain Deer, fo as they all dye, and 
•the Laplander is forced to fupply liimfclf with new Rain Deer. 
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which we may fee what we conje&ure in our Cafe, is 
not meer Supposition, but certainly happens elfe where 
to Animals of the like Kind. 

But fince we have an Inftance of fo deftru&ive a 
Mortality among Beads as quite to extinguifh a whole 
Species at once, we may think (ome might have efca- 
ped the Common Calamity ; but thefe being (b few in 
Number, I imagine as the Country became peopled, 
and thickly inhabited ; they were (oon deftroy'd, and 
kill'd like other Venifon as well for the fake of Food as 
Maftery and Diverfioo. And indeed none of thefe Ani- 
mals by reafon of their Stupendous Bulk and Wide 
Spreading Horns could poffibly lye flickered long in any 
Place, but muft be foon difccvered, and being fo con- 
fpicuous and heavy were the more eafily purfued and 
taken by their numerous Hunters, in a Country all en* 
vironed by the Sea : For had they been on the wide 
Continent they might have fared better, and fecured 
themfclves and their R*ce till this time, as well as others 
of the lame Kind have done elie where. Of which 
more hereafter. 

Or had thofe Barbarous Times been capable of taking 
Care for the Prefervation of this (lately Creature, our 
Country would not have entirely loft fo lingular and 
beautiful an Ornament : But this could not be expe&ed 
from thofe favage Ages of the World, which certainly 
would not have fpared the reft of the Deer Kind, Stags 
and Hinds, Bucks and Does, which we (till have ; but 
that thefe being of much fbiailer Size, could fhelter 
and conceal themfelves eafier under the Covert of 
Woods and Mountains, fo as to efcape utter Deftru&ion. 

And 
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And here I cannot but obferve, that the Red Deer 
ia thefe our Days, is much more rare with us in Ire* 
land, than it has been formerly, even in the Memo- 
ry of Man : And tho'l take it to be a Creature, na- 
turally more peculiar to this Country rhen to England, 
yet unlefs there be fome care taken to prderve it, I be- 
lieve in procefs of time this Kind may be loft aifb , 
like the other fort we were now (peaking of. 

k remains we fhould fay fomething concerning the 
Proper Name of this Animal , and what Species of 
Creature it was to which theft {lately Horns formerly 
belonged. And I muft here needs own, that F have 
not met to this Day with any Perfon, that has fpent 
the lead ferious thought concerning this matter. So 
deftitute have we been in this Place of that inquifitive 
Genius, that in thefe later Ages has fo much every- 
where prevailed, in fetting the Minds of Men upon a 
diligent fearch after, and making curious and ufeful 
Remarks, on all things that are truly the admirable 
Workmanfliip oi Nature. 

I know they are vulgarly calfd by ignorant Peo- 
ple, nay, and fome of the learned Fulgusin this Coun- 
try, Elches Hemes ; and that they are £b, is an Opini- 
on generally received, and fatisfies fuch as talk of 
chem Superficially, without further Enquiry • and be- 
caufe this is an Error that has fo Univerially prevailed, 
I fiiail take the more pains particularly to Confute it, 
and I hope clear this point fb from all manner of doubt, 
that for the future there {hall be no further queftions 
made of it again j themiftake, lam fatisfied, has on- 
ly proceeded from hence, that we are in thefe parts 
as great Strangers to that fort of Animal calf d the Ah 
she Ekhe> or Elende , as we are to this of our own 
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Country, knowing by hear- fay only, that 'tis a large 
Bead with big Horns j but unlefs we (hall give the 
fame Name to Two Animals vaftly different* which is 
Prepofterous and breeds Cpnfufion , we muft not al- 
low thefe Horns fhould any longer pafs under the Name 
of Elches Horns. 

I have feen a Pair of genuine Elches Boms brought 
out of Swedeiand, and they differed extremely, both ia 
Figure and Size, from thefe we have now described ; 
they were abundantly fmaiier, quite of another fnape 
and make, not Palmed or broad at theend fartheft from 
the Head as Ours ; but on the contrary, broader to- 
wards the Head, and growing Clill narrower towards 
the Tips end, the fmaiier Branches not iffuing forth 
from both Edges of the Horns as in Ours, but growing 
nlong the upper Edge only, whilft the other Verge of 
the Horn was wholly plain without any Branches at all 

And accordingly the faithful Gejner, in the firft Chap- 
ter of his Book De Quadrupedibus, has given us the 
right Defcription of them, where he expreiles the Fi- 
gure of the Elche and its Horns apart ; and fpeaking of 
the Size of them, he fays, Cornua ftngula Libras circi* 
ter Duo decern appendant , longitudine fere duorum pe- 
dum (J). Whereas the Horns we find here in Ireland 
are near thrice that Length, and above double that 
Weight ; though dry'd and much lighter from their be- 
ing lo long kept : But I conMs, I lay, this only by efti- 
mata, not having an opportunity to weigh exadtly a (in- 
g!e Horn by it felf, though I'm fure I can't be much out. 



(d) That is, each Horn weighs about Twelve Pounds, and was in length 
almoft Two Foot. 

Moreover 
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Moreover the Elcbe, as defcribed by Apolloniiu Me- 
nabenus, who had feen many of them, is no larger than 
a midling Horfe : thefe are.are his own Words, as quo- 
ted by Aldrovandus .♦, Habet hoc Animal era flit km & 
proceritatem mediocris f§ pinguis Equi (e). And agree- 
able to this is the Relation given in the Memoirs or the 
Parifian Anatomifts, who differed one of them ; And I 
remember Mr, Duncomle^ then one of the Lords Jufti- 
ees of Ireland^ told me, when he was Envoy in Sweden, 
he had feen there above a Hundred Eiches together in 
a Herd, and none of them above Five Foot high; and 
if fo, we cannot imagine a Creature of thit fmall Size, 
could poffibly fupport fo large and heavy a Head, with 
fo wide and fpreading a Pair of Horns as. thefe we are 
fpeaking of; eonfidering that exa& Symetry, and due 
Proportion of Parts, Nature obferves in the Formation 
of all the larger and perfe&er fort of Animals. 

We muft then look out, and try if we ean di&over 
among the various Species of Quadrupeds, fome other, 
whofe Size and Defcription will better agree with this 
mr Irijh Animal than that of the Elche does : And after 
all our Inquiry, we certainly (ban t difcover any one 
that in all refpe&s exa&ly anfwers it, fave only that 
Lefty. Horned Beafi in the Wed- Indies, cali'd, a Moofe. 

This Animal I find defcribed by Mr. John Joffelyn, 
among his New England Rarities in thefe Words : the 
Moofe Deer, common in thefe Parts, is a very goodly 
Creature, fame of them twelve Foot high, (in height, fays 
another Atithor more particularly, From the Toe of the 
Fore-foot to the Pitch of the Shoulder, Twelve Foot ; in 



(e) That is, this Animal is about the Height and Thicknefs of a mid- 
ling Horfe, 

its 



its full growth much higger than an Ox) with exceeding 
fair Horns with hoad Valms^ fome of them Two Fathom 
or Twelve foot from the Tip of one Horn to the other, 
That is, Fourteen Inches wider than Ours was. 

Another thus defcribes the Manner of the Indians 
Hunting this Creature : They commonly hunt the Moofe, 
which is a kind of Deer, in the Winter, and run him down 
fometimes in half otherwhile a whole Day^ when the 
Ground is cover a with Snow> which ufually lyes here Four 
Foot deep; the Beaft, very heavy , (inks every Step as he 
runs, breaking down Trees as big as a Mans Thigh with 
his Horns , at length they get up with't , and 
darting their Lances , wound it fo, that the Creature 
walks heavily on, till tired and fpent with lofs of Blood, 
it Jinks and falls like a ruind Building* making the Earth 
Jhake under it. Thus far what thefe Authors fay of the 
Moofe. 

1 do not know any one that has yet obliged the Pub* 
lick by giving an exa& Figure of this (lately Creature, 
which would be acceptable to the Curious, and very 
well worth the while of fbme of thofe ingenious Inqui- 
rers that go into thofe Parts for the improvement of 
Natural Hi/lory : for I take it next the Elephant, to be 
the moft remarkable Quadruped for its Iargenefs in the 
World.- However, in the mean time, by the help of 
the foregoing Accounts, we may eafily form to our 
felves a lively and juft Idea of its Figure and Size; 
and if we compare the feverai Parts of thole Difcripti- 
ons, with the Beafts whole heads are found here in Ire- 
land;, we fhall not have the lead Reafon to queftion 
but thefe vaftiy large Irifh Deer and the American Moofe, 
were certainly one and the lame fort of Animal, being 
all of the Deer Kind, carrying the fame fort of Palmed 
Horns, which are of the fame Size and Largenefs&s weii 
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as Figure \ and the Bulk of their Bodies correfpondiog 
exactly io Proportion to the wide fpreading of their 
Horns. So that we may fecureiy aflert, that /%0/b 
formerly were as frequent io this Country, as thr.y have 
them fhli in the Northern Pans of the Well Indies^ 
New England ^Firginia.Maryland^ Canada or New France, 

And leaf! we may think this Animal peculiar to the 
Continent*, and net to be found in Ijlands; I lately met 
with a remarkable Paflage in John de Laefs French De- 
fer iptien of the Weft* Indies, that clearly fliews the con- 
trary • which, becaufe it l&ewife illuilrates and con- 
firms what was laid before, HI Ctt down in his own 
Words. Speaking of N*w< England, fays he; Fl y a 
une certaine forte de Befte frequente en ces Pais que les 
fauvages Moment Mofe^ de la grandur dun Taureau y ay ant 
la Telle d un Dain, avec les cornes large s que muent tcus 
les ams, le Col comme une cerf : il fe trouve une frande 
quant ite de ces animaux en une IJle pres de la Terre Fer« 
me appelle des Anglais Mount ManfeL That is, There is 
a certain fort of Beaft common in this Country, which the 
javage Indians call a Moofe y as lig as a Bull (he had not 
fecn \ iuppofe t-hofe of the largeft Size) having the 
Head of a Buci> with broad Horns ^ which they cajt eve- 
ry Tear, and the Neck of a Deer ; there are found alfb 
great Numbers ofthefe Animals in an 1 (land near the Con- 
tinent calTd by the Bnglifh^ Mount Manf h\l 

This may give us reatbnable grounds to believe, thai 
as this fflandol x Mount Manfell muft of neceffity hadfome 
Communication with the Main Land of America^ to 
have been thus plentifully ftockt with this fort of Beaft ; 
Co Ireland, for the lame Reafon, muft in the many paft 
Ages, long before the late Difcovery of that New World, 
liad lome iort of Intercourfe with ir like wife, (though 

Us 
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'tis not eafy, I acknowledge, for us at prefent to explain 
how) for ctherwife I do not fee, how we can conceive 
this Country fhould be fupply'd with this Creature, that 
for ought I can yet hear, is not. to be found in all our 
Neighbourhood round about us, nay, perhaps in any 
other Part of Europe, Afta or Africa : And then 'tis certain 
as Ireland is the lad or molt Weftern part of the Old 
World; (b Vis ncareft of any Country to the moil Eaftern 
Parts of the New* Canada, Mew- England^ Virginia, &c. 
the great Trad of Land, and the only one 1 yet know, 
remarkable for plenty of the Moofe-Deer. 

And we may obferve yet farther, That a fort of Alli- 
ance between rhefe Countries o{ Ireland and the ff eft* In- 
dies, appears likewife in other things, of which they 
partake both in common.- For as they on the Cosft of 
New- England znd the Ifland Bermudas gather confidera- 
b!e Quantities of Amher-greefe ; fo on the Weftern Coaft 
of Ireland, along the Counties of Sligo, Mayo, Kerry 
and the Ifles of Arran they frequently meet with large 
parcels of that precious Subflance, to highly valued for 
its Perfume, In the Year 1691. Mr.ConJlantine an 
Apothecary oiDuhlin, fhewed me one piece of Amher- 
greefe found near Sligo, that weigh'd Fifty Two Oun- 
ces j he bought it for Twenty Pound, and fold it in Lon- 
don afterwards for above a Hundred. On the cut-fide 
'twas of a clofe compad Subftance, Blackifh and Chining 
like Pitch ; but when it was cut the infide was more 
porous, andfomething of a Yellowifh Colour, not (b 
Grey, clofe and fmooth as the cleaned and bed fort of 
Amher ; but like it, fpeckled with whitifh Grains, and 
of a mod fragrant Sent ; I have (till a Piece of it by me, 
that weighs above Six Drams, with feveral Samples of 
Three or Four other forts of Amher, all found on that 
Coaft of Ireland-, fome entirely black as Pitch, others 
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of a perfed White Subftance, exa&ly anfwering the De- 
fer prion of that fort of Amber, Olaus Wormiui menti- 
ons in his Mufaum> Page 34. under the Name of Am* 
foa Grifea nondum mature. 

Nor is the kind of Whale-Fifh '-that's often taken in 
New England^ and affords the true Sperma Ceti a Stran- 
ger to the Coaft of Ireland 'that refpe&s America. This 
we may properly, I think, with Dr. Charleton, call the 
Cetus Bentatus, from its large, folid, white Teeth, fixt 
only in the lower Jaw ; to diftinguifh it from that Spe- 
cies that gives the Whale Bone, moil naturally named 
by Ariftotle in his Hiftoria Animalium Myfticetus, from 
hs bearded, horny Lamina in the Roof of its Mourh: 
of which kind likewife there have been Three orJFour 
ftranded in my time j but on the Eaftern Coaft of this 
Country that regards England. 

This Cetus Dent aim is faithfully defcribed by Carolm 
Clufius* in his Sixth Book of Exotics, Chapter the 17 th, 
under the Name of Cete, aliud admirabile ; and truly 
figured by Johnftonus in his Hiftoria Pi/cium, Table 
the 4zd. and by Mr. Ray in his Ichthyographia, Table 
the 1 ft. but by both under the too general Name of the 
Balena. There have been Three of this Kind taken to. 
my Knowledge, in the Space of Six Years, all on the 
Weftern Coaft of this Country 5 one near Colerane, m 
the County of Antrim; another about Ship-harbour, \n 
rhe County of Donnegall ; and a Third mAugufi, 1691, 
Seventy one Foot long, exceeding that defcribed by 
Clufius, Nineteen Foot, towards Bally?fhannon, where 
Lough- Erne difcharges its Waters into the Weft ern Ocean. 

And then it was, I had an Opportunity of truly in* 
forming my felf what fort of Subftance Sperma Ceti is, 

and 
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and in what Part of the Whale 'tis found : concerning 
which 'Matter, Phyftcians andNaturaliHs have given the 
World fuch various and falfe accounts ; and 'tis truly 
nothing elfe, but part of the Oyl or liquid Fat of this 
particular fort of Whale ; which Oyl, at firft when 
confufed and mutt, (hews it fejf like a Whitijh Liqueur, 
of the Confidence and Colour of Whey 5 but lay'd by in 
Veflels to fettle ; its parts by degrees (cparate, that 
which is lighter and fwims a top, becomes a clear Oyl 
pellucid like Water, ferviceable ft>£ all the ufes of com- 
mon Train-OyL got out of the Blubber of other Whales, 
and that which fubfides, becaufe 'tis heavier and of a 
clofer Confidence, candies together at the Bottom, and 
is what is fold for Sperma Ceii> at Twelve Shillings the 
Pound ; when 'tis throughly blanched and refined from 
all its filth and the remaining parts cf the Oyl, that 
otherwife difcolours it, and gives it a rancid offensive 
Sent. Of this Subftance feveral Hundred Pound 
Weight may begotten out of one Whale, but the clean- 
fing and curing of it is troublefbrn, and requires nofmall 
Art, Time and Charge j which occafions the value of 
that which is througly refined : The Fat of the whole 
Body affords it, but that of the Head gives the great* 
eft Quantity and pureft Sperma Ceti. 

I have fome reafon to believe to thefe Inftancesof the 
Moofe Deer, Amher-greefe and Sperma Ceti, of which 
Ireland partakes more than any other Country of Eu- 
rope horn its Neighbourhood with the Northern America, 
we may likewife add fome of our more rare Spontaneous 
Plants, becaufe they are found growing only in thofe 
Weftern Parts of Ireland, and no where elfe in this whole 
Count ry^or any of the Neighbouring Kingdoms about us. 

i 
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I fhall mention but Two or Three of many which I 
have been told are peculiar to thofe parts, becaufe I am 
not yet well aflur'd of the certainty of the others being 
fo : and thofe are the Arbutus five Vnedo, or the 
Strawberry Tree ; not to be found any where of Spon- 
taneous Growth nearer than the mod Southern Parrs of 
France, Italy and Sicily • and there too, 'tis never known 
but as a Frutex or Shrub : whereas in the Rocky Parts of 
the County of Kerry about Loughlane, and in the Iflands 
of the fame Lough, where the People of the Country 
call it the Cane Apple,, it flourifhes naturally to that 'De- 
gree, as to become a large tall Tree. Petrus Bellonius 
m his Firft Book of O&fervations, Chapter the 43d, 
takes notice, it does fo in Mount Athos in Macedony ; 
and Juba is quoted by Pliny in the Fifteenth Book of his 
Natural Hi/lory, Chapter the 24th, as mentioning a 
thing extraordinary, for faying the Arbutus grows to a 
high Tree in Arabia ; the Trunks of thofe in Ireland 
are frequently Four Foot and a half in .Circumference, 
or Eighteen Inches in Diameter, and the Trees grows 
to about Nine or Ten Yards in Height • and in fuch 
plenty that they now cut them down, as the chief Few- 
el to melt and refine the Ore -of the Silver and Lead 
Mine, lately di(covered near the Caftle of Rofs, in the 
County of Kerry. 

The other Plant I flialLtake Notice of is Cotyledon, 
jive Sedum [erratum Latifolium Montanam guttato flore 
Park/nfcni& Rail, vulgarly cali'd hy the Gardners 
London Pride : I fuppofe becaufe of its pretty elegant 
Flower ; that viewed near at hand and. examined cJofe- 
ly, appears very beautiful, confifting of great Variety 
of Parts : The whole Plant is mod accurately defcribed 
by that profound Naturalift Mr. Ray, in his Hiftoria 
Plant arum, Page 1046. where fpeaking of the Place 

where 



( ?" ) 

where it grows, he has thefe Words: Planta in Hortis 
nofirh frequentiffima eft, ubi tamen Sponte oritur 1 nobis 
Nondum conjlat^ eft autem proculdubio Montiumincola {f) m 
Though he knew no certain place where it grew Spon- 
taneous, not having met w ; th it in all his Travels*; nor 
any Author mentioning its native Country, yet he 
rightly cooje&ures 'tis a Mountainous Plant, for it grows 
plentifully here with us in Ireland^ on a Mountain cali'd 
the Mangertonin Kerry, Six or Seven Miles over, and 
reputed the Irgheii in Ireland, Two Miles from the 
Town of Killarny, and Four Miles from the Caftle of 
Rofs: Here itfpreads it (elf fo abundantly, as to cover 
great part of the Mountain, and for as much as I un- 
derftand, like the Arbutus, 'tis peculiar to this County 
alohe. 

Whether both the foregoing Plants are truly Aweri* 
mn, I cannot at prefent determine, but this I know, 
that Sabina Vulgaris, or Common Savin is mentioned 
by Mr. Joffelyn, m the Book before quoted, as a Plant 
common on the Hills of New- England; and f have been 
affured by an Apothecary of this Town, that he has ga- 
thered Savin growing wild as a native Shrub in one of 
the lilands of Lough-Lane, id the County of Kerry ; and 
if fo, I have reafon to believe, that hereafter farther In- 
quiry may add to thefe I have given, feverai other Ex- 
amples of Things Natural and Common to that and 
this Country. 

But to leave thefe Digreffions and return to our 
Large Mjh Deer, which well deferves we ihould affix 
to it fome Charaderiftick Note or Proper Name 3 

(/) That is, 'tis a Plant common in our Gardens; but where it-grows 
naturally is not as yet known to us> but certainly 'tis an. Inhabitant of the 
Mountains. whtrcby 
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whereby it may ftand ranged hereafter in its right Place 
in the Hiftory of Animals : fince Nature herfelf (eems 
by the Vafi Magnitude and Stately Horns , ihe has. gi- 
ven this Creature, to have fingied it out as it were, and 
fliewed it fuch regard, with a defign to diftinguHh it 
remarkably from the common Herd of all other (mailer 
Quadrupeds* Naturalifts have rais'd much Difpute, 
what Bead it truly is 3 that has had the Name given it 
by fome of them, of Animal Magnum ; Dodonaus % Me- 
nabenW) and others, would have it the Elcbe * Scaliger 
would have it the Bifons of Pliny-, whether 'twas one er 
t'other, or neither, I jhan't determine ,- nor do I the 
Jeaft fufpeft that this our Animal was meant by it ; 
however, for its goodly Si2e and lofty Stature, and to 
retain fomethingof an Old Appellation, I think it may 
very well lay claim to it, and not improperly be call'd, 
Cervus Platyceros Altijjimus ; five Animal Magnum Cor- 
mbus Palmatis, incolu Novte Anglk & Firginis, uli 
frequens, Moofe diflum. 



lit Part of a Letter from Mr. Antony van 
Leuwenhoeck* dated Apr, 5. § Spy. gwing 
an Account of fever al Magnetic at Experi- 
ments^ and of one who pretended to cure or 
caufe Difeafes at a Diflance, by applying a 
Sympathetic^ Powder to the Urine. 

IHive for many Years made divers Obfervadons- 
about the Loadflone, but made no Deduftions from 
them but for fome Months laft paft ? having Two 

Load- 



